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The Senate resumed the consideration of the deficiency
Kill which had been reported to the Semite.-the pending(jue'ilioii being upon agreeing to the amendment* made
"'STSStn. I will suggest that we take the ques¬
tion upon the amendment, in the gross, excepting such
. auv senator may desire to hare reserved for a separate!ote I will ask a separate vole upon four of the amend-
menjg.that relating to the Collins ¦teamers. those rela¬
ting to the custom-houses of Bangor and Bath, and that
making an appropriation for a coal depot.
Mr HALE. I wish to have excepted the appropria¬

tion for the superintendent of the Nautical Almanac.
Mr DAVIS. It was the intention of the senator from

Rhode Island, now absent, to hava excepted tha pro¬
vision in relation to the expense of preparing the opinions
of the Attorney* General. I ask, therefor, that It be

"mI*CLEMENS. It will be impossible to tell what are
1

t j _n,i what are not. I want ft vole upon wcheXCe,fIrneni Bennaely I wanl to offer amendments inCtSS'' 1 cannot tell wli.l
' t^bhesidenT lii'i. Si <I»(iSS b. »k.» upon .b. amendment. «,..

was r.aii aa follow.;
ll(%_ 1 ...ye 2. after line 2l,ln»ert:

oomple'i"/ the Uoatlng Arv-dock at San
California, authorized by act of 3d March, 1851, #3<50,<XH).
Mr BRODHEAD. The senator from Rhode Island

left with me an amendment, to be offered to this clause, 1
think- but I am not certain whether he did not intend to
offer it as a substitute for the amendment recently offered
bv the honorable senator from North Carolina.
The PRESIDENT- No amendment has been offered

bv tb« senator from North Carolina.
Mr BADGER. 1 withdrew it.

.Mr. BRODHEAD. I think 1 will offer it, at any rate
It is a very good provision of and in itself.
Mr BADGER. Allow me to suggest to the senator

that after we get through the amendments ol the commit¬
tee. it will then be perfectly in order to move any other
amendments which senators may desire to be introduced
'"TheVrESIDENT. It will not be in order to change
the bill in the slightest decree.Mr BADGER. Certainly not. 1 know what the
amendment is; it is to insert another provision into the
bill; and will be in order afterwardsNir. BRODHEAD. Well, sir. I withdraw it.
The amendment was arreed to.
The next amendment was staled as follows:
Pane 2. lines 30, 81, and 32. strike out the following :"Vrovidtd, That no clerk shall receive inore than at the

rate of #1,000 per annum uuder this act."
And insert the following, In lieu thereof i

"Which sum shall be distributed among the clerks uc

cording to the discretion of the Secretary <of the T.e¦
Proviatd, That no salary from this fund shall exceed #1,200
par annum ."
The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was stated as follows:

Page 3. tine 41, alter the word " employed" insert " tem¬
porarily."
The amendment was agreed to
The next amendment was slated as follows :

Page 3, after line 43, insert i
"For pasting in bsoks prepared f>r the purpose, cancelled

certificates of ihr registry and enrolments ol vessels returaed
by the several collectois ol the custom1, $^0Q
The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was Mated as follows:
Page 5, after line 103, insert:
"frovidtd, Thai nothing b«rein contained shall he so ron-

Itrueal »s lo sanction a de|iarlurn from the point on the Klo
Otaniif, north ol the town called Paso, designated in the
said treaty "

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was stated as follows:
Page 6, line 113, strike out the word " fifteen" aud in¬

sert the word "twelve."
The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was stated as follows:
Page 6, alter line 116, insert i
" ror compensation of the surveyor general of Arkansas,

per act of Atittust 8th, 1SW, #2.000
" For clerks tn the olflce ol the surveyor general of Arkan¬

sas, per act ofAugust 8th, 18IG, #6,900 "

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was slated as follows:
Page C, lines 12S, 121, 123, strike out the wordsit
..For surveys in the mineral region of Michigan, at a

late not exceeding [live] six dollars per mile, #20,ojO.
And insert the lollownig in lieu thereol s
" For surveys in the inineial region of Michigan, at a

rate not exceeding six dollars per mile, #24,710
The amendment was agreed to.The next amendment was staled as follows :

Page 7, after line 131, Insert the following i
" For completing the Improvements of New Jersey av

nue, north ol the Capitil, #9.000.
, . .. . k" For planting and llni.hu.g the roads and walks through

that portion of the public mall suriounding the Smithso¬
nian Institute, #7,000 . , ." For deficiency in the appropriation for defraying the

expenses ol preparing the opiuions of the Attorneys Uene-

For^payment of Augustus Humbert of balance ot his
salary as United Stales atsayerof gold in California, under
the act of 10th September, 1830, #1,2S0

Mr. DAVIS. If what has been read is to be consid¬
ered as one amendment, I shall desire a division of the
question. 1 am willing to consent to all the appropria¬
tions except that for defraying the expenses of preparing
the opinions of the Attorney General. 1 will move to
strike out Irom the amendment the following:
" For deficiency In the appropriation for defraying the

expenses ol preparing the opinions of the Attorneys l»en-
ersl. #1.220 *
Mr. DAVIS. 1 regret that I am not as well prepared

to state this question to ihe Senate as I ought to be, be¬
ing unexpectedly called upon to-day to do ao in the ab-
sence of the honorsble senator from Rhode Island, [Mr
Clarke ] Bat knowing, as I do, that it was his inten¬
tion snd his purpose to object to the adoption of that pro¬
vision, I think it to be my duty in his absence to bring it
to the attention of the Senate.

...This gentleman.Mr. Hall.of whom I know nothing,
was employed to collect the opinions of the Attorneys
(ieneral. That service he has performed, and hasi re¬
ceived as compensation a sum, the amount of which
can be stated by the chairman of the Committee on
Finance. 1 believe it is somewhere about #3,000 It is
now proposed to give #l,"220 in addition to this individ-
ual Now, sir, here are the volumes which that gentle¬
man prepared. They are in the possession. I believe, ol

.very gentleman in the Senate. They contain nothing,
except the naked opinions of the Attorneys General,
commencing with the earliest period of the history of this
government, and bringing it down to the present lime ; and
there is not even, as gentlemen very well know, an in¬
dex in the book. This book is rubstaniially useless in
its chsracter, because, like a lock without a key. there
»re no means of gelling at the information contained in
it Now. air, if he lias receive 1 #J.OOO an t something
more, as I believe he has. I should he glad if the chair¬
man of tlie Commiitee on hinance [Mr Huhticr] would
show to the Senate some good reason why this additional
sum should be given. ...._Mr HUNTER I believe that this was an improvi-
ient amendment. It was made in consequence of aletier
sent from the Attorney General's Office; and the commit¬
tee did nol examine the books very thoroughly be-
lieve.sir. that the sum proposed to be allowed is too
much there is no index to the book ; and I shall vote,
with the senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis,] to
strike ont the proposed additional compensation.
Mr SRVVARD. I hope that I may be Indulged with

the attention of the Senate while I give a word expla¬
nation upon this subject, as I think I can satisfy the . en-
»te that this ought not to be struck out.
h'r BADGKR If the senalor will permit me. 1 will

ask a f,'estion 1 shonld like to know of the chairman" theVoT^ttee on Finance [Mr. Hurra*] whether
ihe letter ago,- which this appropriation was repoilwl by
the romm.t.^/stKt'd.hatlhrre had been .contract fora
specific sum lo be |«° ,he P*r,on wbo wa* 10 C0"K
toese opinions t

_ .r^cifirMr HUNTKR. There was no c.,n'rart ror a speohr
mm Mere are the letters; and if it is desired, they can
to read. One of them is a very long one.
Mr. BADOF.R I do not wi»h lo hear them read, hut

only to ascertain that fact
rw.Mr. SF.WARD Will the senator from Virginia [Mr

HuwTxa] have the goodneas to send the letters to me.

Mr. HALK. 1 rise to a point of order: That in
whether this i» not a private claim.as I think it in.aiiu
whether it in in order to oHei lliia >u» wi amendment lo Ihe
appropriation hill I

, .The PRESIDENT. The amendment has been reportedby the enmmiUee.
Mr. HALE It* adoptiou by the committee does not

authorize its insertion here.
....The PRESIDENT. Having been adopted by the com¬

mittee, it must now be acted on.
Mr HALE. That amendment was made by the com¬

mittee, and not by the Senate It was an amendment re¬
ported bv the committee to the Senate.
The PRESIDENT. It matt b« acted upon now. either

favorably or unfavorably, a* the Senate shall decide.
Mr. SEWARD A law passed Connies* directing the

President of the United States to cause the opinions ol
the Attorneys General, which were long in confusion,
and which had bean for a long time lying in confusion
and disorder in the Attorney General's office.to be col¬
lected. The President appointed Benjamyj F. Hall, esq ,

and counsellor at-law, who was a friend of his own,
and who was competeat to perform this service. He
was an author and a luwyer ol standing, high and repu¬table in both capacities, estiecially as a legal writer, in
the State of New York. Whan he came here there was
no suin designated for his compensation, tie entered
upou the discharge of this duty. Laat year the appropri¬ation bill passod, and he presented hi# account for ser-
vices, the work then being unfinished. The AttorneyGeneral recommended that the sum of two thousand dol¬
lars.not for compensation, bui as a sum which woulu
certainly be leas than the amount.and the residue was
reserved until the work should be completed. Mr. Hall
went on after receiving the two thousand dollars, anu ne
was obliged to copy many, if not all, of those opinions.He hired a clerk, and the result is the volumes which
have been presented here. At this session of Congress
he presented his claim, and ihe Attorney General recom-
mended it by a letter, in order that it might be brought
into the deficiency bill. Mr. Hall presented the follow¬
ing account:

The U. S. A. to Benjamin F. Hall, Dr.
1831, September 7.

,, ,To professional services rendered to the United States
since September 1, 1860, by direction ol the President, in
compiling the opinions of the Attorneys General, lliree
hundred and sixty-Ave days, at ths rate ol J|>9

per day - - - -

,

*

,
* »a.B20To expenditure necessarily incurred for clerk

hire during that period -

_____

3,200By amount of appropriation towards that ob-
ject. ol March 3. IK31 -a'0U0

Balance due
The Committee on Finance required some evidence

upon the subject, very properly, from the department to
whom this subject had been referred, and this was lur-
nished by the following letter from the Solicitor ol the
Treasury:

Solicitor's Offics,Washington, April 6, 1862.
Sir : I am requested by n friend ol Mr. H ill, whose bill

for Services in Hie compilation ol the opinions of the Attor¬
neys General is before your committee, to write to you

WIThe°Kinannerl tn which Mr. Hall performed his duties
came under my observation, and it gives ine pleasure to
say that he devoted himselt with great assiduity to the tafk
before him. It required no little skill and labor to place
the "opinion*" in a *hapo suited tolheir importance. Mr.
H. has performed the work well, and menu not only a Tair
pecuniary reward, hut the thank® of ihe law officer# of the
government, and alt who have occation to refer to ihe work
Mr H is a lawyer, and I have no doubt could have earned
in the year which ha devoted to the compilation more than
he has charged. It seems to ine that his bill Is quite rea¬
sonable.

....Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
^

Hon. R M. T. Uutts*.
Chairman Committee on Finance, L> E>. o.

The fact is as thus stated, and it is well known by me,
and I know that Mr. Hall's profession would have
brought in an amount larger than that which he received
in discharging this duty of collecting the opinions of Lbs
Attorneys General. The Attorney General referred the
matter to Mr. Reid. his clerk or deputy, who was more
familiar with ihe subject: and here is the « Mr
Reid, which was adopted in the office of the Attorney
General:

Wa«hi*qT3W, Mftrch 19,
Sirs 1 have examined ihe account of Mr. Hall, whioh

you handod to me yesterday, and e.ertify that he waj en-
K*i;ed for the time mentioned in It in compiling 'hj opinion"
ol the Attorneys General, and superintendIn. their pubU-
cation. and that fiom the great care and labor he has be
Stuwedon the work, the remuneration claimed is. in 'oy
oninion. very reasonable and proper. 1 be work must be
reirnrded as a very valuable aid to all the olHeers olI the ex¬
ecutive department of the government In the discharge ol

,hl would'particularly call your attention «» the synopsis
he has piekxed to eJh opinion. It first indicates the gen¬
eral prmcple decided; secondly, the mode of mMI
into execution; and. lastly, the application of Jho prlftcd-
pie to the particular case Tak,- lor example, '''e opinionL to w(lv wa, necessary to be done lo carry into effect thestipulation in the treaty it 1S4I with Great :Ur,i.a.n reI amy,10 the extradition of fugitives from justice, at page 1.U03
The synopsis ttr»t stales ihe testimony necessary to be pro¬
duced to authorize a surrender, next the made
and lastly Hie decision in the case presented. To preparesuch a synopsis required not only care and mention,.but
also thought and a thorough understanding of the points de-

0i<l<have looked through the b >ok. and can say with truth
that these synopses have been well done. Of course no one
but a prol.M.onal man. sccustomed to digest ,n his rntnd
the details of cases, cjuld have executed this portion <nl the
work or was competent 10 see It through the press. 1
thorelore consider Mr Hall's charge as just and moderate.

1 have the honor to be yourobediREID
Hon. J. J Cirrr**D«N,

.Attorney General United Siatei.
Mr President, these papers were submitted to ths Com-

mitiee on Finance, and that committee ^°P'^
ment allowing $300 for the clerk hire, and a balance of
$970 to Mr Hall for his services. It is seen, tban. that
Mr Hall was lo be paid for hts services, independently
of the services performed by the clerk. I htntlin( of
the work reqlined the services of a lawyer. These ser¬
vices have been performed with the skill, the ability,and^learning of a lawyer. They have been well perform¬
ed The law officers who are interested in the mailer
certify that they hare been performed with that atnlit)
There remains but a single point which was raised by

Ihe honorable senator from Massachusetts. [Mr D**'».]
who I think, is laboring under a mistake, and *htch
objection I trust he will withdraw after I shall have ex¬
plained It appears from these volumes that no ">dex
was prepared. Those who know Benjamin K Hall will
know without being told that there must be some reasonKSTappall neglect, When <b,s anjendmenhad been adopted by the committee that reported it to theSenate and been Adopted by ih. Senate, the honorable
senator from Rhode Island. (Mr Ci.sa.«.] who i# now
absent, called my attsnlion to this subject, and asked me

upon what grounds the claim was to be supported, and
indicated a deposition to oppose its puaage when t
came before lbs Senate I therefore wrote to Mr
Hall, who hatl been in sttewUnce here for a coiv
s.derable time in discharging his dudes, andtold htm
I apprehended that some objections were likely tobe
made to his accounts Mr. Hell wrote me a loll and
elaborate letter: and without having any information
from me lo enable him to arrive at the t.ue nature of the
Objections, he answered all possible objections that hecoild conceive. He showed very conelus.valythatths
length of time .n which he was sngag"}than sufficient for tbs performance of tha duties intrusted
to him and he then showed, in reference to Uw Wan
ol an index, that the law, or the resolution under winch
his services were performed, devolved upon the Clerk of
Ihe Hous^ oY Representatives the publication of these
books

*
at he (Mr Hall) last year, as I well knew, sp

idied to Ihe priper commiltee of ihe House of Represent-!tt,vrs for leave to superintend the printing of this book
himself; and that ths committee f'l n"^ep0jh""C^rhill or at leant that *uch a hill did not pa** inie aer
vice was performed by the Clerk-tbe opinions having
been collected by Mr Hall. They were taken by ths
Clerk, and printed hy him without the knowledge r
Hall, and before he had time to arrive here to P"P*rfl ¦"fldei. When he es.T>* here he found that the work ha
been presented lo the publisher in that Ml « sip ,

which in no manner was Mr Hall responsible The
responsibility rested on the Clerk This letter was fall
and satisfactory upon that point.

I waited upon the honorable senator from Rhode
Island [Mr.Ct.ABM] myself with that letter, and placed
hi Ins hands, and lie read it. He returned the letter, il I re
member rightly, the next day or two afterwards. And
lhon5h il is hazardous to s^ak of private conversation
upon subjects of dispute, yet I am free to say tha I nn-

^ntood the senator to say. and think be will not gam
it. that he was satisfied and s.ionld not raise the ob

ieclion in the Senate, and upon that ground. I reported to
Vlr Hall that, as I had hear.I no objection an\where
else, there would b« no necessity for his coming here

The letter I received from Mr H.I I I »«*.*)»«.."{expected that the senator from Rhode Island [Mr. Clarkxj
had withdrawn his objection. 1 shall be obliged loan* the
Senate, in consideration of the circumstances! have ju«
stated, lo postpone thia matter until I can procure tua
statement, which will be mare explicit and uccurate than
anything which 1 can give What 1 have already said. I
do not dare to say is correctly staled, and 1 may have done
injustice to the Clerk of the House of Representatives. I
ilnnk the honorable (senator from Maasachuaettf, IM
Davis,] unless he has had a more recent conversation
with the honorable senator from Rhode Island LMr.
Clak**] will be satisfied with the subject, from what I
have staled. I hope the proposition will pans without
objection. 1 submit that the want of an index was nofailt of Mr. Hall's, and that he ought not to lose his
compensation. He was not allowed lo print the work.
It was piinted in his absence.
Mr DAVIS. I have no objection to the postponement

of this subject, in order to allow the gentleman [Mr.
Skward] to send and get his papers if he wishes.

The PRESIDENT. It cannot be postponed.
Mr. HALE. I hope not. I hope we shall get a vote.
Mr. DAVIS. I supposed it could be postponed by

unanimous consent.
The PRESIDENT. Unanimous consent will be re¬

quired.
.Mr. HALE. Well, sir, I object.

Mr. DAVIS. I merely wish to say, in justification ol
myself, that I made the objection from what I believed to
be, and as I thought I knew to be, the wishes ol the sen-
ator from Rhode Island, [Mr. Clarke ] It may be that 1
am mistaken, because he may have changed his opinion
in regard to it. 1 understood that it was bis intention,
after having entered into a full investigation of this subject,
to raise the objection already alluded to. It will be, after
all, for the Senate to decide.this gentleman having al¬
ready received fj,000.whether the mere compilation ol
these books ought to employ an astute lawyer, a gentle¬
man of character and reputation, for the term of one
year. The work is composed of nothing hut a transcript
of the original opinions of these Attorneys General,
found. I suppose, either in print or upon the files of ,he
government. The whole labor of this gentleman con¬
sist* in simply making the condensed statement under the
head of each opinion, stating very briefly the contents ol
that opinion This is the way in which the books are
got up. and this is all the labor, and all the intelligence,and all the learning, that were required to make up such a
compilation.

, ,Mr. COOPER. I desire to ask a question, and perhaps
the senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] can answer
me. Was there not a compilation made previously.one
which extended down jo 1840, or 1842 ? and does not this
comprise a part of that.'
Mr. DAVIS. I am unable to say. But I have seen,

somewhere, many of theae opinions in print, before this
work was completed. ...Mr FELCH. If the senator will allow me. I will make a
statement upan that subject. There have been two or three
compilations upon different subjects. In connexion with
the pension laws, there was one published some two or
three years ago, which was an abstract compilation of the
opinions of the Attorneys General relating to pension^There weie also published two volumes upon the land
laws One of the volumes.the last volume.embraced
the opinions of the Attorneys Genual upon the subject of
public lands up to the date of its publication. There are
also some other compilations upon other particular eub
iects These are all arianged under a proper head,and have
an index ndded. which makes them much more conveni¬
ent for reference than the books last published, which
have no order or means of reference at all.
Mr DAVIS. I have no intelligence which authorizes

me to say that theie was a distinct collection of the
opinions of the Attorneys General up to a given period of
time, according to the suggestion of the senator from
Pennsylvania. [Mr. Cooper.] But the question to which
I wished to call the nttention of the Senate is this.that the
book is nothing but a mere collection of those opinions.
There is no mental exertion required. All the ability-
necessary is to state, in the manner in which it is already
stated, the contents at the head of each opinion, lhat,
sir, is the whole of it. Then the book is left. for the
reasons kurgested by the senator from new \ork, [Mr.

... md.x Well, sir, the Attorney
General, if I can understsnd the circum«tsnc«s connected
with this proceeding, paid the $2,000, or whatever the
sum was. and the gentleman was not willing to »«sept
that sum in full satisfaction for bis claim. The Attorney
General, under the authority which he posses-cJ, de¬
clined to pay more, and there the matter stood until Con¬
gress felt disposed to take it up. i

I do not understand that there was any recommendation
from the Attorney General that this sum should be paid.
On the contrary.althoug!: I am not authorized to express
his opinion.I should inter, from all the facts snd ihe cir-1
cumstances. that he considered that an ample equivalent.
had been paid for the service. I am desirous that there
should be an ample equivalent, but I cannot well compre¬
hend how it is that the compilation of tlie*e two volumes,
taken partly from extant printed opinions, and partly
probably from manuscript, can require services to be per-
formed which are worth more than frJ OOO. But. sir, I
shall not detain the Senate longer on this sublet and
Shall leave it with senators to dispose of as they please.
Mr COOPER 1 bold in mvhand a volume containing

the opinions ol the Attorneys General, as published under
a resolution of the House of Representatives In 1841 1
see. upon looking at the opinions, that the book, lor
which payment is now claimed, begins with the opinions
of Mr Randolph, containing the same opinions as those
in the old compilation ; and this comes down to 1337, em-
bracing the opinions of Mr. Butler, who was the Atlor-
ney General during the administration of Mr. > an ouren ;
ao that it would appear there has been nothing to do ex

cept to compile opinions which have already been slated
either in print or manuscript 1

Mr. HALE. 1 hope we shall have a vote. 1 he man
will get his money. If he does not get it here, there will
he an eidmatu file 1 away in some of the departments,
and he will be paid.
The question being taken, resulted, upon division.>eas

30, nays not counted.
So the amendment to ihe amendment was agreed to.
Mr HALE. I now move further to amend the amend¬

ment by striking out the next clause, which is a private
'
The clause moved to be struck out is as follows:
"For psrment to Augusta* Humbert ihe balance of his

sslar/ «» United States ...")"" 'AP*"Ithe act of the SOib September, 1930. f1JM
Mr HUNTER. This amendment is in pursuance ofan'estimate from the Treasury Department. It is neres-

sary to pay this msn in order to keep the assaying omce
.oing ll is designed lo meet one of the current expenses
of th« year. I do not know that It can properly be de-
nominated a private claim.

. , .Mr. HALE I withdraw my amendment. I always
yield to the senator from Virginia.
The question being then taken on the amendment as

amended, it was agreed to.
The next amsndinent was stated as follows:
Psge», tine IKS. strike eot the words " one thousand,"

an<. insert " twelve hundred."
The smendment was agieed to.
The next amendment was stated as follows:
Page 8, alter line 1#4, Insert I"Tor espenses of estshlisbing Ihe snpenntendency of

Indian affairs in California, author!**! by the act of 3J
Msrrh, 1KV2. Vil i

. H.« p\>r taltiry of i»np*rint«n«ientt w.
" For salarr of eleik. 17

..» fr'.ir rent of office tor superintendent, »!.«»
" For stationery, fuel, lights, Jcc., for ollio of tuper.n-

tendent, #27»
" For messenger, espeises, oco . whai

_"For libor, miscellaneous item", and contingent ex¬
penses of the superintendence, 827J.
" For pr*«ent< and provisions for Indians visiting superin¬

tendent on official business, VI,OtHI.
.... ," For travelling expenses of the sopermt sndent and th

necessary attendants, fJ.IWO
The amendment was agreed to.
The question was stated upon Ihe next amendment, as

follows :

Pane 9, be fore line 200, insert i
"For furniture for superintendent t office, fl.OHO.
"For Iron s»r« lor superintendent s olHce, ¥t,(KW.
" For United States llags for distribution among the tribes,

$MtO "

Mr HALE. I move to amend thai amendment by
striking out the clause :
" For furniture for superintendent's office, #1,000."
Mr. BADGER. I hope not, sir

.

Mr HALE Mr. Preeident, before the vole is taken 1
Wiah to ask if it is common lo furnish Indian superin¬
tendents with furniture I wish to know what clasa o

officers we are to furnish furniture to If we are to fur¬nish it to all classes, sir, I -hah move an amendment to

furnish our own rooms with furniture, and I think .1
ought to he done with the same propriety. Tma is a

principle lhat has grown up in the navy, aa I thin t, confrary lo law. snd a. I supposed I had prove.! to the satis-faction of everybody, with the exception of the senator
from North Carolina, [Mr. Hadoxr ]

Mr. BAlXiEK. And the reel of the Sssnate. (Laugh-
le>lr. HALE. No, sir; to tha satisfaction of every¬
body, will, the exception of the senator from Nortb^*V)alina. This is a principle whith has grown
navy contrary to (aw, to furniah the officers ho
the navy-yards with furniture; it is entirely against law.
And now, air, here is another class.Indian age
who ure asking to have their houses furnished. I turn*.
sir, we had better stop where we are.

. ,Mr. ATCHISON. Mr. President, I believe l'fl 1 *
office of the Commissioner of Indian Affcirs in this c ty
is furnished by the government. The. furniture ol that
office consists of desks, chairs, and other «rUcle® >.««»-
sary for use in the office. This is not to furnishthe
house or the bedroom of the superintendent, or to supply
his kitchen with utensils necessary for cooking purposes
but it is to icive him the furniture nece«sary to l« ri «h
his office. Now, the question is, whether the United
States will provide him with desks and c
furniture necessary for an offi:e, or whether thei su
nerintendent must furnish it out of his ownIf so. then I shall insist that every officer in the city of
Washington, every man at the head of a bureau. every
secretary, and every clerk in the departments, shall fur¬
nish his office out of his own pocket, and oat of hi* own
xuliirv I believe sir, it has been the unilorm custom ol
the government to furnish these officers with fu!jn|t"J'®for their offices. And 1 am informed by my J"'.} ftrom
Iowa [Mr. Jones] that the surveyor generals offices art
also furnished by the United Slates, and not out of their
own pocket*.

,.Mr JONES. And the land offices also.
Mr. ATCHISON. Now, sir, whether $1,000 would be

sufficient, or would be more than enough, 1 am not ready
to sav but if the superintendent of Indian affairs deservts
to hd<i hiV office, and if he has a particle of honesty in
his composition, he will only use enough of this appro-piiat°o» to furnish his office. The senator i. mi.taken,ifhe supposes that it is to be applied to the J P"*poscs of the officer. It is the furniture of the govern-
m
Mr' HALE. Mr. President, in the next clause there is

« for an iron safe f1.000. desks, chairs, I th.nks.r,
that these are pretty expensive desks and chairs l sup
nose that this is to furnish his whole house with sofas,TaVs. car *t., and everything of that sort ; and sir.
a thousand dollars will do it pretty well. If it is for
nothing but what the senator from Missouri [Mr. At-chisonI supposes, seventy-five dollurs will be an abuniK
ance He can get as good a desk as he ought to nave
and a bette? one-fo? fifty dollar.; and be can get as
e0od chairs as he ought to sit on for fifty dollars per
dozen, and half a dozen will be a plenty. No,
is to furnish his whole house, fromcelartoattic-there
is no doubt about it. No matter whether there is any
necessity for it or not, he will spend the one 'h°UM.nddollars; and in the next deficiency_bill ten toone Ibut
there will be an appropriation of «1^<>0 or l°
make up the deficiency, on account of his not navn .

'"wUh'regard* to the fact referred to, of offices being
furnished.instead of that being any reason why we
should continue to do this, it is a reason why we shoul
atop where we are; because if you furnish one, it ere
ate« an additional precedent for furnishing more.

But air I have no idea of putting a stop to this; i

will goon, and the next year it will be two thousand
dollars, and the next year more; and then
will claim furniture, and this will be broMhtup as a
precedent for that, and there will be no end to it
Mr. HUNTER. I am informed by the ^nator from

Arkansas, who is familiar with these ,lb^not usual to make appropriations for otfiee lurinture,
that it is usually paid for out of the contingent fun^1also learn that probably #300 will furnish that, "mce.
even in California. I move, therefore, to atnke out
81,000,and substitute $300.
The PRESIDENT. That motion will first le in or

der; and then the question will recur upon striking ou

^mT^ATCHISON. The senator from Virginia hints
the necessity for some appropriation fo'J^'*hr5if0r-oAce ol the superintendent of Indian affairs in Cal lor

I am alto of the opinion that ».!.« 'ban#i ,*m wilwS** the o«ce. In that T,ewofth«^-ject I concur in his amendment. But as to strik.ing
all out. and forcing the superintendent of
to pay for the furniture out of his own pocket. I am en

1''TbeT'k'kSI DENT. That question coines up after the
decision of the question upon the amendment.
The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.
Mr. HALE. The Senate having shown its depositionto take therein lack, 1 hoi* they will follow it up by
"m! ^ADGER. I Wish to assign one reason against

striking it. which was the reason of my not voting to
reduce it. The senator from New Hampshire intimates
that he may shortly bring forward a proposition for tar¬
nishing the apartments of senators in this city. If we vote
to strike out this, it will tend in some d(*ree to '«*«n
the chance of our'being able hereafter to> have our, ownapartments furnished ; and as I should be very glad to
see that don., I should be very sorry to see any obsa-
c|e placed in the way of accomplishing it. I nope,
therefore, that we shall reUiu the clause in the amend-
m
The quoetion being taken, upon division resulted.aye,

Mr. Halb; noes not counted. So the amendment to
the amendment was rejected.
The amendment as amended was then agreed to.
The next amendment was stated as follows
Paae 11, after line 2.VJ. Insert'

,u-.j.n" I'randtJ, Tiiat after the 80th day of June, 1H>2 all
payments of interest on said sward. sbaM o««se. '"fhe S Hjrctary ol the Interior be. and be is hereby, directed
to nay «ald olaiuianu the amount of principal awarded iniach case respect.vely ; and that the amount neoes.arjr fothTs i"pose be and the same is hereby appropriated
Pnntdtd, furihrr, That the final payment and satisfaction
of .aid awards she'll be first ratified and approved as afin" release of all claims of sueb parties. aader 14th

. r lfi t.y th© proper nationti authority 01
the Choctaw*, In tuoh form a« thall be prescribed by i ia

retiry of the Interior "
,

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was then stated as follows.
Psges 11 and 12, stiike out lines 267 to 263 inolusive, at

^°"'0For compensation to three speeial agents ""d j."lamniers for the Indian iritis of Teiss, and for the pur
abate ol pro-nts, and to negotiate with said 'ndiant undet
instructions from the 0>mmissioner of Indian
their isinoval from that «o soma d^^nawl unoocn-
nu territory of tho United Siatet,
A tic! insert the following in li«u tbiftoii
"tot lZ purchase of pre^n.s, and w negotiate, under

inssr notions From the Secretary of the Interior, wlththelnJi!-. i« Teias who have infrndsd themselves Into that
State from tho territories of the United Stales, (or their re-
tnovil from that Slate, ^2.r>,000.
The amendment wan agreed to.
The next amendment wan read aa follows:
r..« 13 line 267 after the word " dollars," Insert i"Xeirfrrf "at 'be work shall be completed in five

finished "

The amendment was agreed to.
.
,The next amendment wa* then slated as follows.

Page 13, line 2*1, strike out tha word " Indians," and In-
if it "Indiana" tn lieu thereof.
The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was stated as follows:
Pacta 14 after line JKW, insert :..¥£ thi reappropriation o( »10,000 for 'he redemptif.n

of outstanding losn-otlioe and
M?h. being a

"
.rtio.. ol the sum ot *37.M» M l

appropriated lor that purpose, and oarrMsd topi,I, fund on the 31st day of December. W«. Pro***.
That herealtsr all elsims 0,1 account of suoh
«nd Anal settlem.-nt certificates, unless prrsMited at the
treasury of the United States within two -rears tronj the
ptMane of this aot, shall be considered as barred, and not
ihereafttr payable.
Mr HALE. I want to aak the chairman of the Com-

miltee on finance, who reported that, what is the neces¬

sity lor that proviso I I atippoae that there are very lew
outstanding certificate ; some of them bawcoiMtolifh
Utely. but I suppose there are not more than 810.CKH
ihem all over the world. If they should come up here-
nfier, they will be paid, undoubtedly, notwithstam ingfh J proviso. Where, then, is the necee-.ty for repud.at ng
upon the face of the bill an outstanding debt against the
United Suites ? It must be very small.
Mr. HUNTER. It seemed proper that some restriction

should be placed upon the«e old claims, rhajr are *«JToU; and this is for the l-i pose of forcing the* .n^ be
presented within a reasonable time The commi

thoaght that two years was time enough
rhe amendment wss agreed to
| he next amendment was to amend the clause prof,,

ing foMho p.nment lor revmnni the I., es ol MmnesoU
Territory by tiie following proviso

Tint hTe«lt-r no e>|"'i»'< innirred by a

territonsl le^.l.tnre .l.sll bo ps.4 oat of '^*">."7 <* ,h"
United States, unless previously ssnolioned by law
The amendment was concurred in.

The next amendment wan to iniiert:
"1-or contingent cxpenaes of the Senate, #137,776
rite amendment wan coocurred in.
I lie next amendment wuu to inaeit the followiug :

"To enable the Seoretnry of the Senito to pay for tbe
coplea ol the report of Doctor David Dale Owen, United

Keo'°X',,,» 0,1 the geology ol Iowa, and Wiacontin,
and Minnesota Territory, heretofore ordered to be executed
for the uae of the Senate, under the apeoial direction of the
Commiaaioner of the General hand Olflce, #31,218 75:1

"'*1 no morn than fifty oenla a copy ihall b#
paid tor the binding ot the book.
" To einthle the Clerk of the House ol Representatives to

pay for 3,500 coplea of the report of Doctor David Dale
Owen, on the geology of lowu, and Wlsounalri, iin.l Minne¬
sota i eriitory, ordered by a resolution of ih« House of llop
reaeiitunvea, to be execuied under the special direction ol
the Cowniitaionur of the General Lund Ollice, #16,187 50;
1'ruviatJ, Tlmt no more thun fifty centa a copy ahall be
paid lor the binding of the book.

S>80o'"r co"l','i:e"t ®*l,l'"»ea of the Library of Congreas,
Mr. BRADBURY. I move to amend that amendment

by striking out " $31,218," and ineertmg " #30,000."
I Ins amendment in rendered projter in consequence of a
diminution of the expenses ma le, when the bill was in
committee, in the binding of the volumes. Twenty thou¬
sand dollar* will be about a sufficient sum to purchase the
number of volumes, since the original bill contemplated
the payment of two dollars a volume, and an amendment
was adopted limiting the price to fifty cents. The amount
appropriated is to pay for printing and binding ; and inas¬
much a» a dollar and a half ia taken oil' from each vol-
umc by the amendment already adopted, we shall dimin¬
ish the amount of the appropriation.Mr. HUNTER. It is true that that reduction in the
price of the binding will reduce tbe estimate made by the
department, but I uo not know the precise sum to which
it will reduce it. 1 thought, therefore, it was safer to
leave the original amount. The Secretary will only ex¬
pend what liis estimate will require, reduced by the
amendment of the Senate. I do not know what the
amount of reduction will be ; perhaps the senator from
Maine has made a calculation, and can inform me.
Mr. BRADBURY. 1 made the estimate when the sub¬

ject was under consideration a few days ago, and I think
it was about $20,000. I am not certain of the precise
amount. If it should exceed the amount required, or fall
a little short of it, of course the correction can be made
hereafter. As a dollar and a half is to be taken off from
the price of each volume, the reduction on the whole
number of volumes will not certainly exceed twenty-one
or two thousand dollars. I am sure that twenty-twothousand will cover the whole amount.
Mr. BADGER. The senator from Maine [Mr. Bhad-

burt] seeing to suppose it is a very easy thing to pass a
bill through both houses going to supply deficiencies.
What barm is there in allowing $31,000? No more will
be expended than the contract calls for.
Mr. HAMLIN. When this matter was up in commit¬

tee, I made the statement myself, that it bad been commu¬
nicated to me that tbe expense of the binding of these
books would be two dollars a volume. Such was the in¬
formation then communicated to me. I am bound to state
that subsequently communications have been made to me
from which I suppose the expense of binding will be only
sixiy-two and a half cents a volume. That would leave
only twelve and a half cents to be taken off from each
volume.a very small sum, and one which I think will
render the amendment of my colleague unnecessary. If the
facts were, as 1 supposed the other day, I would concur
moet cheerfully in the amendment of my colleague. As
it is, I do not think it is necessary, and I think he will
come to that conclusion.
Mr. BRADBURY. 1 took the statement of my col¬

league as the basis upon which I made my estimate. If
that is incorrect, 1 do not wish to press the amendment,
and will therefore withdraw it.

Mr. BADGER. I desire to submit an amendment to tbe
amendment. When this subject was under consideration
in committee, I then suggested that I thought fifty cents a
copy for binding such a book as tbis would not procure
binding of the description and quality appropriate to the
nature of the work. I now move, in order to test the
sense of the Senate, to strike out " fifty cents" in the pro¬
viso, and insert " seventy-live mmla."
Mr HAMLIN. 1 hope that the amendment to the

amendment will not be adopted, because I believe that
if the book is bound in accordance with the present con¬
tract, at sixty-two and a half cent*, it will be a good,
thorough, sufficient, and substantial binding.
Mr. BADGER. Then I will vary the amendment to

the amendment, and make it "sixty-two and a half
cents."

Mr. HAMLIN I beg also to state that I have on my
desk an amendment which I propose to offer to the Sen¬
ate, if it shall become necessary. I do not propose to
offer it now. This book was ordered to be printed under
the direction of the Commissioner of tbe General* Land
Office. Under that direction, I am told, be has made a
contract for the printing and binding. The latter part, I
contend, was not within hia power. The Senate having
made a contract wilh another person to do all tbe binding
of the Senate, the Commissioner, by virtue of tbe instruc¬
tions to print the work, had no authority on earth to
bind it j therefore the Senate, in good faitn, are bound to
maintain the contract which they hsve made wilh their
binder. The peraon who is to bind the work under the
Commissioner is in Philadelphia. I learn that he will be
here this day : and it is hoped, and I believe I may say it
is expected, that an amicable arrangement will be made
between the two parties, so that there will be no con¬
flict of tbe contracts. If such a state of facts shall exist,
I have no doubt that the book will be well bound for the
sum stated. If it is not brought about, 1 shall ofler an
amendment directing tbe binding to be done by the binder
of the Senate, who is anxious to do it; and it will be done
most faithfully by him for half a dollar a volume.
Mr BADGER. Upon that explanation, I withdraw

my proposed amendment.
Tne amendment was concurred in.
The next amendment was to insert:
" For the payment of Jsmea W. Hale, of the elty of New

York, in full for discharging the duties'ol despatch agent
fio'n September, 1819, to June, 18J0, inclusive, the sum of
#600."
The amendment was concurred in.

I The next amendment was to insert, after the provision
for the payment of geological survey*, the following I
" Provuird, Thst there shall be no further geological aur

vey prosecuted in Oregon, unleaa authorised t>y law."
¦ The amendment was concurred in.

The next amendment was to instrt:
P "To enable the Secretary ol State to pay William C
Anderson, for the loaa of time and expttnaa incurred by hinfl

I in oomlng from Kio Janeiro to New York, nnder the direc-
lion of the American minister at the liraxilian court, to
testify againit certain neraona alleged to have been engaged
in the aiava trade, #230."
The amendment was concurred in.

¦ The next amendment was to intend the clause appro¬
priating 81,500 for compiling, printing, and binding the
Biennial Register for 1851, ny striking out " #1,800" and
inserting " #2.253.*
The amendment was concurred in.
The next amendment made was to insert the following :
" And slao a sum, not exceeding 810,74-1 65. is herebr

.appropriated to p«y Adam Boyd Hamilton, according to
contract, for printing 20,000 mnd binding 18.610 coplea, of
.Wfi pipea each, el the Register's report of tho commerce
and navigation of the United Stites for 1851.
" Tlie sum of #10,000 is hereby appropriated, to be paid

to anil expended under tbe direction of the Attorney Gen¬
eral of the United States, in procuring such copies or other
evidences ol the l»w«, decrees, or ordinances of the Span¬
ish or Mexican geverntnents relating to or affecting land
claims In California or New Mexico, and also aoch copies
or memorials of said claims as may be obtained from the
records of the Mexican government, with all such other
documentary end official evidence as the aaid Attorney
General may deeiVi necnaaary ami proper, and may direct
to l>e procured And for the purpose of procuring the in¬
formation aforesaid, the said Attorney General Is hereby
authorized to employ or appoint an agent, who is to act un¬
der the direction of and to receive sneh compensations*
the said Attorney General may allow and order PraviHtti,
hnirtnr. That tbe whole expense ol agenov, of procuring'
books anrl document", of trans|>ortation, and of translation,
end of everything connected with the w.nk, except the
printing, aha'l not exceed the sum herein appropriated."
Mr WKLLKR. I move to strike out the word*" At¬

torney General." wherever they occur in the amendment,
and substitute for it " President."
Mr BADGER. I hope that motion will not prevail.This subject, I believe, was pretty well considered and

discussed on a similar motion made by my friend from
(ieorgia, [Mr Dawsow.) when the Senate reeolved to re
tain the provision in its present shape I *ee no reaeon
now why we should change lhat determination.

Mr. DAWSON. The vote, it will be recollected, was
only a difference of on#; although, as I thought at the
time, for want of a thorough understanding of ihe subject
The object ia to place this appointment in the handsof the
President instead of the Attorney General. That ia the
only object I trust that ihe proposition as made by the
senator Irom California will he adopted. In acconfance
with my views, I attempted the same thing when we were
in committee of ihe whole. I am not now deairou* of
diaeuseing the question.
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Mr. BORLAND. 1 anieu with the senator from North
Carolina ally, and hope the amendment lo the amend¬
ment will not prevail. That senator remarked that it
was fully considered and discuaaed (tome time ago in
committee of the whole, and the Senate determined to
retain the amendment a» it now stands in the bill. I do
not think it at all necessary to to over the groundswhich the friends of the amendment then urged. I
thought they were conclusive and satisfactory, and I
hope they wil) he considered so now.
The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

there being on a division.yeas 3U, nays 11.
The question recurred on concurring in the amend¬

ment as amended.
Mr. HUSK. I move to strike out of the amendment

all in relation to the ap|K>iiitment of the agent to be sent
to Mexico. I do not see that there is any use for hiip.
He could not be used as legal authority in a jourt of jus¬
tice ; and these things had much better be left to the in¬
vestigation of the parties themselves who are interested
in the subject of the land titles. We appointed a com¬
mission some time ago for a similar purpose, and nothing
has been done ; and I apprehend mat, under this pro¬vision, nothing will ho done, or if anything should be
done, it will be the collection of a mass of information
which will be of no authority whatever.
Mr. UADULii, m» friwriAanylaMiI think, entirely misunderstands the purpose, and under¬

rates the importance of this amendment. The Supreme
Court have found themselves in such difficulty that they
cannot get on with the consideration and adjudication of
claims depending upon the Mexican aud Spanish laws in
force in those countries, because those laws are not to be
obtained. The object is not to collect private documents;
it is to collect the public laws from toe public archives,
Spanish and Mexican, which are necessary, in order that
the courts in the Territories and States, and afterwards
the Supreme Court, muy be enabled to understand the
law by which the cases are to be adjusted. When this
collection is made it will have just as much authority as
any other collection of that kind. 1 happen to know that
this is a subject in which the judges of the court feel a
deep interest, as absolutely indispensable to enable them
to discharge their duties properly. That is the state of
the case.
Mr. RUSK. Then this appropriation is altogether

wrong, because we need no agent. All that we need is a
translator of these laws; for they are here in the State
Department. Ail the Mexican laws upon the subject of
land titles iu California.in fact, all the Mexican lawa.
are here in the State Department. All that we need on
the subject is a translator, authorized to translate and
publish them. 1 know it is very difficult to get informa¬
tion.especially reliable information.by any agent lent
to Mexico. It is a matter almost impossible to do so:
and I apprehend this would be a needless expenditure of
money. The amount is not great, and if I thought any
good would come of it, I would not care about it; but
my opinion is, that persons will depend upon the report
we may receive for information, and when it comes, no
information will be obtained; or, if any ia obtained, it
will be of such a character that, rather than throw any
light on the subject, it will mislead.
Mr. PRATT. If 1 apprehend precisely the amendment

on which we are about to vote, it is of more importance
than it is supposed generally to be by the Senate. It di¬
rects the apiK)intment of an officer to collect any docu¬
mentary evidence which may exist in Mexico relating to
land claims in California. Now, if we give authority to
an officer of thia government to make that collection, it
is an important inquiry whether we do not make what is
collected by him, per se, evidence in all cases of land
claims existing iu California. I would inquire of my
friend from California whether, where there are conflict¬
ing claims under Mexican grants, or any conflicting
claims in which Mexican grants or Mexican documentary
evidence maybe introduced, he is willing, by adopting
this amendment, to put it in the power of an officer ot
this government to make a book, which he is to publish
under this authority, evidence in all such cases? I think,
in that point of view, it is a question of deep importance
whether we shall be willing to intrust lo any officer ap¬
pointed by this government the power to select from ex¬

isting Mexican documents such as shall be evidence in
reference to all land claims in California.
Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, I do not aee that the

mere fact of the appointment of an agent to go to the city
of Mexico for the pur|>o*e of obtaining copies of decrees
and laws which may exist there would of itself necessa¬
rily make the report of the agent legal testimony in the
adjudication of the cases. But, sir, there may be some
objection to it. I do not desire that the evidence which ia
procured in the city of Mexico shall be considered as evi¬
dence before the land commissioners any further than it
purports on its face to be. I do not believe that there ia
any vast amount of information to be acquired by this
agent who may be despatched to the city of Mexico; but I
think it is worth while for this government, if you can
get an intelligent and honest officer, to report that there ia
nothing there, because I am sure that there will be a large
amount of law manufactured in Mexico lo auit the cases
that may be (tending before the commissioners. It ia worth
9lw,000 to find oat that fact alone.that there ia nothing
there. Then you will have precluded these men from
subsequently manufacturing testimony, and manufactur¬
ing law, in the city of Mexico, in order to suit the partic¬
ular ta«es which they may present before the land com¬
missioners. For that reason I think it ia highly politic
that this officer should be appointed.that some person
should go there and ascertain the fact whether there be
any testimony tbere which is calculated to affect the land
titles that are pending before the commissionera.
Mr. BKHRlKN. Mr. President, the motion of the sen¬

ator from Texas, aa I understand it, ia to strike out the
whole amendment.
Mr. RUSK. That portion only relating to the appoint¬

ment of an agent to collect Mexican lawa and evidence
in relation to Mexican titles.

Mr. BERRIEN. I mean to say it ia to atrike out the
whole of that portion of the amendmeat which relatea to
the collection of Mexican lawa and documents. Mr.
President, that portion of the amendment haa two objects,
one of which I should be disposed to support, and the
other to oppose So far as it proposes to collect the Mex¬
ican laws which may be applicable to the condition of
California, it ap|K>ars to me to be very proper that this
government ahould collect these lawa, and put them into
a volume accessible to all, and in such a form as lo be
easy of reference. For that we have a precedent in the
case of Florida. When Florida was acquired it became
necessary, in settling the land titlea in that Territory, to
obtain easy access to the Spanish kwi; and, under a
resolution of the House of Representatives, Colonel
White, of Florida, was appointed to muke that compila¬tion. It was received and approved bv Congress, and has
been in common use in courts of the United State* when
questions arise in relation to the land titles in Florida.
No far, then, as this provision relates to the Mexican
laws which may be applicable to land titles in California,
it is, I think, very appropriate; and the book which
would be published from such collection would be re¬
ceived as authority in the courts of the United States.

But the portion of the amendment on which I am
spesking goes further, ft provides for the collection of
memorials relating to land claims in California, and for
any documentary evidence that may be found upon that
subject. In that extent, I am opposed to the appointment
of any such agent. These are private document*, rela¬
ting, I believe, to private interests, and I would not put
upon any agent of the government the responsibility of
collecting together any documents which he might think
of sufficient importance to be imbodied in such a collec¬
tion, and to exclude others which he might think not
sufficiently important Very serious injury might be
produced to the rights of private individnuls by either the
want of correct judgment, or the want of the correct exer¬
cise of that judgment by the agent who should be selected
for this purpose I would suggest, therefore, to the sen¬
ator from Texas so to modify hi* motion as to strike out
the latter portion of the amendment.that relating to me-
moriala and documents.leaving the first part which re¬
lates to the lawa and ordinances of Mexico to be col¬
lected by th<> agent.
Mr. RUSK. There wa« so much noise in the cham¬

ber, that I am satisfied the senator from Georgia did not
hear me when I was up before. The compilaiion of the
Spanish laws of which he speaks comes up to about the
time that the revolution took place in Mexico Sj far,
then, as the obtainment of the Spanish law is concerned,
no good can result from the ap(>ointment of this agent.
So far as I understand him, then, he objects only to the
collection of private memorials which shall operate aa
testimony. So far aa the collection of Mexican laws or
titles in California is concerned, they are already in the
State Department All that is necessary on the subjectis, to appoint some Spanish scholar to collect the law*
and translate and publish them for the use of the Su¬
preme Court. They are all in the State Department;
and therefore no good ran be accomplished by the ap¬
pointment of this agent; but I can see much injury,
much mischief, that might result from it.
Tbere are large and valuable tracts of Isnd in contro¬

versy in California. So soon a* this agent is appoint**]
here, an effort will be made, as a matter ol course, by ad¬
verse claimants to throw into his way matter which
might bear on one side or the other. Every effort will
be made by agents for or againat particular claima to


